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English administration. It had been first brought
into the sphere of practical politics by Sir Charles
Trevelyan, a veteran Anglo-Indian official, who
also had a great share in opening the Civil Service
to candidates chosen by competitive examination ;
and his son, the present Sir George Trevelyan,
became an enthusiastic advocate of the same cause
on entering Parliament in 1865, after a residence
of six months in India.

Cardwell's scheme for the abolition of army
purchase proved an expensive measure, as the
existing officers had to be compensated not only
for the legal, but also for the illegal, prices they
had paid for their commissions. Now, although
England is the richest country in Europe, if the
continuance of an abuse saves public money, even
at the risk of financially ruinous consequences at
some future time, arguments against its abolition
are always forthcoming; nor were they wanting
on this occasion. Had the defenders of the purchase
system on its merits been serious, they should have
advocated its extension to the navy, the scientific
army corps, and, indeed, to the whole public
service.

On this as on other occasions the Lords made
themselves the agents of plutocratic interests, and
passed a wrecking amendment to Cardwell's Bill.
Then, to the delight of their supporters in the
Commons, the Government took advantage of the
circumstance that army purchase had originally
been created by Royal Warrant to abolish it by
the same means, in defiance of privileged obstruc-
tion. Queen Victoria disliked promotion by merit,
and did not like offending the Lords; but the habit